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Press release 

Paris, 31 July 2024 

 

 

Exail Technologies signs a €60 M order for K-STER 

underwater drones.  
 

 

 

 

EXAIL Technologies has signed an order worth nearly €60 million for the Belgian and Dutch navies. This order 

is part of the BENL program, which aims to equip both navies with twelve robotic systems for underwater mine 

countermeasures. With this order, Exail will deliver several hundred K-STER drones, enabling the navies to 

carry out comprehensive demining missions. 

 

K-STER drones operate in the final phase of missions to neutralize underwater threats previously identified 

by other drones in the UMIS system. These are "consumable" drones that are destroyed during the mine 

neutralization process. They will be mass-produced at the drone assembly site in Ostend, Belgium, thus 

benefiting from industrial volume effects. 

 

This order highlights the specificities of Exail's business model in maritime robotic systems: following an initial 

order, each contract generates additional revenue to meet clients' needs over many years. These orders can 

include consumables such as K-STER drones, and also spare parts, operational maintenance of the systems, 

complementary services, and functional upgrades of hardware and software. In terms of the number of 

robots, this order is the largest in the company's history. It marks a shift to industrial-scale production.  

 

The BENL program continues to progress. The first vessel, built by the partner Naval Group, successfully 

conducted its initial sea trials in July. It integrates inertial navigation systems and sonars from Exail, which 

have fully met expectations. 

 

Sea Trials of the M940 Oostende  



 
 

2 
 

About Exail Technologies 

Exail Technologies is an industrial company specializing in high technologies in the field of autonomous robotics with 

vertical integration of its activities. The group offers complex systems of drones, navigation, as well as products for 

aerospace and photonics. Exail Technologies ensures performance, reliability, and security for its civil and military clients 

operating in harsh environments and generates its revenue in nearly 80 countries. 

 

 

Exail Technologies is listed on Euronext Paris Compartment B (EXA) and is part of the Euronext Tech Leaders 

segment, which includes over 110 leading or high-growth tech companies in their fields. 

www.exail-technologies.com 
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